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(Invasion of Goths and Heruli in
the last year of Gallienus)

(Invasion of Goths and Heruli

under Claudius II)

6. The imperial army destroys 3000
barbarians at 'Nessus' (Syn-
cellus, loc. cit*}i Gallienus wins
a victory in Illyricum (S.H.A.
Gall, duo 13, 9; cf, Zonarasxii,

H Dp. 596])-

The Dalmatian cavalry of the Em-
peror (Claudius) annihilates 3000
Germans (Zosimus i, 43, 2). The
Emperor wins a victory at 'Naissus'
(Zosimus i, 43, 2).

7. The defeated Germans retreat
to the mountain Gessax and
defend themselves with a laager
(S.H.A. Gall duo 13, 9).

The laager of the defeated Germans
mentioned in Zosimus I,45, I, and
in S.H.A. Claud. 6, 1-2; u, 3.

8. Marcianus takes over the com-
mand (S.H.A. Gall, duo 13,
10).

The successes of Marcianus (S.H. A.
Claud. 6, i).

The remnant of the defeated
barbarians urge the other bar-
barians to invasion (S.H.A.
GalL duo 13, 10).

The identical, verbally coincident
statement in S.H. A. Claud. 6,1-2;
cf. Zosimus (i, 45, i), who also
mentions the * remnant of the bar-
barians'.

In view of this close connection of the two accounts, it is beyond doubt
that the same German offensive is the theme of both, and that the battle at
the Nessus and at Naissus is the same battle. It is also readily intelligible
that the operations, begun under Gallienus and consummated under Claudius,
against the Germans who made their invasion in 268 and were not destroyed
until 269 should have been epitomized from the Scythica of Dexippus by one
late-classical author under the earlier emperor, and by a second author under
that emperor's successor; that this double entry was not observed by the
undiscerning and superficial late-classical compilers is not at all unusual.

What is important is that the continuation of the account of this war in
Zosimus i, 45-6 and the corresponding passages of the Vita Claudii (i i, 3-45
1i,6-8 ; 12, i \ 9,4) which treats of new conflicts and the ending of the war
by Claudius are organically continuous with the preceding events, a fact
which makes it certain that they belong to the year 269. What Syncellus
(p. 720) has to say of the new naval expedition, and what Zosimus and the
Vita Claudii tell us of an expedition by new hordes of Germans against the
(Danube) provinces in 269 can easily be brought into harmony with this.
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